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Abstract: Culture is inextricably bound to translation. Successful intercultural
communication is a fundamental aspect of the translation process, especially when it comes

to audiovisual translation (AVT), where cultural elements appear in sound and image.
Leaning on Aixela’s (1996) model, this research aims to highlight the strategies

adopted by the audiovisual translator to translate Culture-specific Items (CSls) through a
contrastive analysis of the animated English film "Coco" and its Arabic dubbed version. The
results demonstrate that the translation of CSls poses many challenges for AV translators
and resurrects the age-old debate of domestication and foreignization in translation.
Keywords: AVT, CSls, Translation strategies, Domestication, Foreignization.
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“The process that renders a film or a TV programme understandable to a target
audience for whom the source language of the original is unknown”
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“Dubbing involves replacing the original soundtrack containing the actors’ dialogue with
a target language recording that reproduces the original message, ensuring that the target
language sound and the actors lip movements are synchronised in a such way that target
viewrs are led to believe that the actors in screen are actually speaking their language”
(Cintas, 2009, P. 4).
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“The source-language word may express a concept which is totally unknown
in the target culture. The concept in question may be abstract or concrete; it may relate to
a religious belief, a social custom, or even a type of food” (Baker, 1992, P. 21).
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“The result of a conflict arising from any linguistically represented reference in a source
text which, when transferred to a target language, poses a translation problem due to the
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nonexistence or the different value of the given item in the target culture” (Aixela, 1996, P.
57).
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“A potentially conscious procedure for the solution of a problem which an individual is

faced with when translating a text segment from one language into another” (L6scher, 1991,
P. 17).
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“Either the Translator leaves the the author in peace, as much as possible, and moves the
reader towards him; or he leaves the reader in peace, as much as possible, and he moves the
author towards him” (Venuti, 1995, P. 19).
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