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Abstract:

Originally, the Kutama were a Berbére tribal community living
in central Maghreb. During the first two centuries of Islamic
presence in the region, they were on the margins of major political
and religious opposition movements such as Kharijism. This
situation facilitated their encounter with Shi'ism, leading to an
irresistible march eastward of this powerful confederation. Since
then, this community has undergone several transformations
related to its mobility: from mountain to plain, from interior to
coast, from opposition to power. All of this was accompanied by
a permanent remodelling that transformed the Kutama from a
tribal community to an ethnic community occupying an imposing
hara in Cairo and forming the social basis of the current Fatimid

regime and its military strike force.
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