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investigating the translation of interior Joyce’s Ulysses in Arabic:
monologue in “’Proteus’’ episode
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Abstract: The present research tackles the translation of the interior monologue
in the episode of ,‘‘Proteus‘‘ extracted from ,*‘ Ulysses ‘“ by the irish novelist James

Joyce. The Episode depicts the consciousness flood of Stephen Dedalus, the
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protagonist, when he was walking alongside the strand of Sandymount. The work
aims at identifying this modernist narrative technique, as well as to investigate how
it was rendered into Arabic through a comparison between two arabic translations.
The translation of the interior monologue pertains primarily to the preservation of
its formal features, as well as taking into account the meaning of the words. If any
feature is affected, it will eventually produce a shift of narrative viewpoints. Hence,
changing narrative viewpoints in translation involves the voice of the translator in the
target text.
Keywords: translation; interior monologue; Ulysses; modernist literature.
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: ¥\ Literary and Thematic Terms

“ A long speech by one speaker. If the speaker is alone such a speech is
called a SOLILOQUY. If the speaker addresses someone absent or an abstract
idea, it is an APOSTROPHE. If the speech is addressed to someone present, it
is a DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE. An INTERIOR MONOLOGUE represents a
character’s fleeting thoughts and impressions, or inner speech.’’!
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“ A dramatic speech uttered by one character speaking aloud while alone
on the stage (or while under the impression of being alone). The soliloquist
thus reveals his or her inner thoughts and feelings to the audience, either in
supposed self-communion or in a consciously direct address.’’ 5
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“’Soliloquy. Late Latin so/iloquium, coined by St. Augustine, bishop of
Hippo, on Greek monologia, from sO/us, alone, /oqui, to speak. Speaking
one's thoughts aloud with none to hear or regardless of the presence of
hearers. A declamation in this manner by acharacter in a play, as in the

soliloquies of Shakespeare.”6
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“As Ulysses opens, Stephen Dedalus, now twenty-two years old, has
fulfilled little of the personal and artistic ambitions that surrounded his
character in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. He returned from Paris,
receiving notice of his mother’s imminent death, without producing the major
work of art he thought would come of his journey abroad. Moreover, he
manifests, at the beginning of Ulysses and throughout the text, symptoms
consistent with depression. He does not wash. He eats and sleeps little. He
cannot focus on his work. He indulges in drinking, temporarily satisfying his
desire for forgetfulness but ultimately revealing bitterness and disgust with his

life and family.”’
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“ And let me remind you of the standard reaction of many witty British when
the meet the translator: “Oh, how interesting—it must have been d...difficult; |
always thought it ought to have been translated into English first, ha, ha!”...A
translation can never be perfect, there are too many literary allusions in Ulysses
that are so completely integrated with the ear and consciousness of the English
—speaking peoples that although a translator feels how it should be, it is often
impossible to create, recreate the intellectual, aesthetical and emotional

impressions the author wanted to convey to his reader.”’
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thought through my eyes. Signatures of all things | am here to read, seaspawn and

seawrack, the nearing tide, that rusty boot. Snotgreen, bluesilver, rust: coloured
signs. Limits of the diaphane. But he adds: in bodies. Then he was aware of them
bodies before of them coloured. How? By knocking his sconce against them, sure. Go
easy. Bald he was and a millionaire, maestro di color che sanno. Limit of the diaphane

in. Why in? Diaphane, adiaphane. If you can put your five fingers through it, it is a

gate, if not a door. Shut your eyes and see. Stephen closed his eyes to hear his boots

crush carckling wrack and shells. You are walking through it howsomever. | am, a

stride at a time. A very short space of time through very short times of space.

Five ,six: the nacheimander. Exactly: and that is the ineluctable modality of the

audible. Open your eyes.No, Jesus! If | fell over a cliff that beetles o’er his base, fell

through the nebeneinander ineluctably. | am getting on nicely in the dark. My ash

sword hangs at my side. Tap with it they do. My two feet in his boots are at the end of

his legs, nebeneinander. Sounds solid: made by the mallet of Los Demiurgos. | am

walking into eternity along Sandymount strand? Crush, crack, crick, crick. Wild sea

money. Dominie Deasy kens them a’.!>
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